
Welcome to our 2021 edition of Global Connections! 
Just as the title of this newsletter suggests, we are 
excited to reconnect with our international students, 
families, agent representatives, and international 
partner schools. 
 
It has been a difficult two years for all of us. In 
Australia, like the rest of the world, we have 
experienced long-term lockdowns and restrictions. 
Borders have been closed to our visitors while the 
Australian government has managed our nation’s 
response to the COVID pandemic. 
 
However, the future looks bright! We are excited to 
welcome new students from abroad in 2022 when 
international travel resumes. Our Australian students 
are also excitedly starting to plan their next 
international adventures to explore new cultures and 
practice their language studies.  
 
We look forward to reconnecting with you. After the 
last two years, we all have much to share! 
 
Thank you for your continued support and all the 
very best for the remainder of 2021 from the team in 
the International Office.  
 
Ms Franceen Challons 
Ms Angela Cronwright 
Ms Karen Docking 
 
ELTHAM College grows the heart and mind of each 
child. Located in an extraordinary environment in 

Melbourne, Australia, we are a co-educational 
independent school offering Early Learning through 
to Year 12. Students experience a rigorous, world-

ready curriculum while being supported with 
warmth, care and respect.  

This year, the Lunar New Year celebrations took 
place on the 12th February. Staff and students were 
treated to a noisy and colourful performance by the 
Chinese Youth Society of Melbourne lead by former 
ELTHAM College student Carmen Lau. Unfortunately, 
the Junior School students were not allowed to 
attend as usual because of COVID restrictions. So 
that the younger students would not miss out 
entirely, a group of senior students from the 
international cohort took it upon themselves to visit 
the Junior School to talk to them about the 
importance of Lunar New Year.  
 
The Year 5 and 6 students had lots of questions and 
showed great appreciation for being part of the 
celebrations. George Chen, Alex Xu (International 
Leader), Emily Dai, Joe Zhang and Benson Liu made 
some good friends among the younger students.   
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Congratulations Yicheng (Ethan) Lu from the Class of 
2020 on winning the 2021 Victorian Global Learning 
Awards Year 12 Arts Achievement Award 
(Performing Arts) category.  
 
The VGLA Awards are held annually to celebrate the 
achievements and contributions of Victorian 
international students and their schools. 
Nominations are received from all government, 
Catholic and private schools across a range of 
categories. The selection process is rigorous, with 
students having to submit a reflection and response 
in relation to stringent selection criteria, supporting 
statements from staff and, in Ethan’s case, a video 
performance.  
 
Ethan was a highly valued student at ELTHAM 
College, particularly through his involvement within 
the Music Department. Ethan sees his musical 
performances as a way of sharing his culture and has 
found performing to be a way of building his sense 
of identity in Australia. The College community 
benefited greatly from Ethan’s commitment to the 
wellbeing of the College during a very difficult year 
last year.  
 
After choosing to study VET Music Performance as 
part of his VCE studies, Ethan overcame significant 
challenges during 2020 as he did not have a piano to 
practice at his homestay. However, after borrowing 
a keyboard, he achieved an A+ for his final 
performance exam and was invited to audition for 
the VCAA Top Class performance. 
 
Ethan is continuing his passion for music along with 
his interest in business, currently studying a double 
degree of Music and Commerce at Monash 
University. 
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Getting Involved 

Emily Dai wins International Student 

Video competition 

 

This year the Victorian Department of Education 
and Training ran an International Student Video 
Competition around the theme ‘Living in Victoria 
and adjusting to the new normal in 2021’. 
 
The competition invited participants to showcase 
their experience of studying in a Victorian school 
while adjusting to remote learning, restrictions 
and a constantly changing student journey. 
 
Year 10 student Emily Dai (with the help of her 
friends) captured the essence of the brief by 
featuring images and clips masterfully woven 
together to create a seamless narrative. 
 
Emily’s half-minute video won First Prize, based on 
compliance with competition rules and criteria, 
originality of concept and technical proficiency. 
Her video has been featured on the government 
website and social media channels.  
 
“The International Video Competition was a great 
opportunity present my story about the life in 
Victoria as an international student. Throughout 
this journey, my friends and school community 
have always been there to support me to an 
adjusted new 'normal' life.” Emily Dai, Year 10 

Ready to Lead – International Student 

George Chen, Year 11 

 
In May this year, International student George Chen 
was one of our four Senior School students who 
attended the Banyule Youth Summit. They learned 
about the process of taking an idea you're passionate 
about and developing it into persuasive arguments 
and action plans to produce real change. 
 
This fabulous opportunity provided training in many 
valuable employability skills areas that would be 
useful in a wide variety of careers, such as 
communication, networking, teamwork, 
brainstorming, prioritising, presenting and decision-
making. 
 
 “I really enjoyed hearing the panelists’ stories, which 
were very inspiring. It is great that the local council 
gives such a platform for young people to voice their 
opinions and have a say in community policies. The 
discussions with other young people was very 
educational and it was very interesting to hear other 
people’s perspectives.” – George Chen. 
 
George is also the ELTHAM College Debating Captain 
for 2021, was accepted into the Monash University 
Scholars Program, and has been chosen as a College 
Vice Captain for 2022.  
 
We congratulate George on his many achievements 
and look forward to George joining the student 
leadership team next year in Year 12.   

Global Connections Newsletter  
November 2021 



  
International Registrar E: internationalregistrar@elthamcollege.vic.edu.au 

T: +61 3 9437 1421 W: www.international.elthamcollege.vic.edu.au CRICOS Provider No. 00138D 

“Hello, my name is Nick Li. I have been remote 
learning in China for almost 2 years. I live in a 
beautiful coastal city Tianjin. China is 2 hours earlier 
than Australia, so every day I need to wake up early 
for class. Sometimes I don’t feel connected to school, 
because I can’t take part in some interesting school 
activities, also I cannot receive teacher’s work 
immediately. I always wished I could go back to 
Australia as soon as possible, but it hasn’t come 
true. The hardest thing about remote learning is too 
much screen time gives me a headache and my eyes 
hurt, because I need to pay attention to the screen 
all the time. My best wish of this year is I can go 
back to Australia, and study in class with my 
classmates.”  

NICK LI, Year 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Hello, my name is Alex Peng. I've been doing 
remote learning for almost 2 years, and the hardest 
thing would be to feel connected to school. 
However, I am fortunate to have a such amazing 
teachers and students, who really try their best to 
help me feel as connected to the school as possible 
in terms of curriculum and in-class activity. I 
remember one time in my Unit 1/2 Geography class, 
the students were using clay to create a mountain 
that was shown on the board, so that we get a 
better understanding of that mountain's 
topography. Before the activity started, our teacher 
Anya asked another student, Kye, if he’d connect 
with me through Teams, so I could watch how he 
used the clay. Kye agreed and made a mountain in 
front of a computer for the rest of the lesson! What 
an amazing person he is to make a clay in front of a 
computer, when he could have had more fun joining 
the class with the other students for the rest of the 
lesson. And how nice is my teacher Anya to think of 
me in that activity, so that I can feel more connected 
to the class.”  

ALEX PENG, Year 12 

Border closures make ‘Remote Learning’ VERY remote 

International students at ELTHAM College have shown amazing resilience during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Three of our international students have been stuck offshore, after being unable to return to Australia. 
ELTHAM College is immensely proud of their dedication to their studies through such a difficult time. 
 
Two senior students Alex Peng (Year 12) and Nick Li (Year 11) have been remote learning from their homes in 
China since the pandemic began. They share some insights into remote learning, and offer an honest 
perspective of how hard Remote Learning can be when stuck offshore.  
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“Behind the camera” with Charles Li — Class of 2018 

I'm in my final year of the Bachelor of Film, Television and Animation at Deakin University, and I’m the producer 
of the Channel 31 review show Melbourne After Dark (or MAD for short). Our show is targeted towards 
university students and young adults. We introduce the best venues in town, interview industry professionals 
and invite music guests to perform on the show. 

The pilot episode was actually a group assessment for a TV production class. We were very excited to learn that 
the episode was to be aired on Channel 31. I can’t think of a better way to show the recognition for the hard 
work our crew has put in for this production. Hopefully Channel 31 will pick up our show so we can do a full 
season run.  

The first I saw my name in the credits on Channel 31 was back in 2019 on a show named Fan Base, where I 
volunteered as a camera operator via DTV Film Club (which I joined in university). The show was student-run 
and funded by the club itself. That’s when I got a taste of broadcast-like production and soon became obsessed 
with it. 

The TV production class was an elective for second years or above, however, I made up my mind to take that 
class right after the Fan Base production, which at that point I hadn’t even finished the first trimester. To 
prepare myself I started looking for opportunities to work on more productions outside of university. That’s 
when I got on Let’s Talk Motorsport in 2019. 

I've learned many role-specific skills on the shows I worked on. On Fan Base as a camera operator, it was how 
to operate broadcast cameras. On Let’s Talk Motorsport, as the vision switcher, it was how to anticipate the 
pace of people’s conversations. On Melbourne After Dark, as the producer, it's how to construct a show and 
manage a crew of 25. There are also more general skills I got to practice and further improve on, such as time 
management, conflict management and communication skills. 

If you put creativity and crafting aside, the rest of the job is 
organising, problem-solving with fast and clear thinking, and 
being able to work under pressure with time limits. Sometimes 
you’ll overlook the importance of being good at this side of the 
job, then someone will break down in front of you to remind you 
of that! 

I hope I can keep working in TV and film – even thinking about 
work in film and TV excites me. There are so many things for me 
to learn and more for me to create. 

Charles Li 
Class of 2018  

International Alumni 
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International Homestay Program 

Homestay Family of the Year Award 

 

We are proud to run a wonderful Homestay 
Program at ELTHAM College, and have many 
caring Homestay Families who host our 
international students. This year we celebrate a 
family who was awarded the Homestay Family of 
the Year 2020 as part of the Victorian Global 
Learning Awards. Congratulations goes to Dianna 
Williamson & Michael Turner - our Homestay 
Family who is currently hosting Year 12 and Year 
11 students. 
 
Dianna and Michael have been Homestay Parents 
for over 20 years. In the awards video recorded for 
the ceremony, they described their connections 
with the students: “We've had over 200 students 
through our home from many different continents 
of the world. Some students have gone back home 
and we've still kept in contact and formed 
friendships with them, and we’ve actually have 
travelled overseas to visit them and their families. 
We would love each student to feel very confident 
to enter the next phase of life at university to 
stand on their own two feet.”  
 
Congratulations Dianna and Michael! Thank you 
for caring for our students with such compassion 
and consideration. 

Homestay Student — Kevin Zhu 

Swimming and sports achievements 

 
We would like to acknowledge and celebrate our 
Internationalism Captain Kevin Zhu, who has achieved 
many great things in sport at ELTHAM: 
 
• Member of the swimming team and open relay 

team member at the Champions Carnival 
• Member of 2019/2020 badminton team 
• Member of 2021 basketball team 
• Member of 2021 AFL team 
 
"Kevin is the only international student to participate 
in the AFL team," says Craig Seckold, Director of 
Sport. "He is warmly accepted by his peers and is 
keen to become the best player he can be, with a 
positive attitude and approach to training."  
 
Kevin reflects on his time in sport: “I barely knew 
anything about AFL before coming to ELTHAM. 
Learning the rules has been the hardest. The positions 
you play in AFL is quite challenging as well, and to 
tackle somebody is also very hard. I enjoy playing 
footy with my friends and that we fight to win. I have 
always played a lot of sport; I feel like sport is part of 
my life. Basketball is probably my favourite sport. I 
will definitely continue to play basketball and swim to 
keep fit.” - Kevin Zhu, Internationalism Captain 
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Farewell to our Year 12 International Students 

Our eight Year 12 International Students are 
celebrating a tremendous feat this term: completing 
their education at ELTHAM, after adjusting to living 
and studying in Australia with English as their non-
native language. All the while, they have been 
exploring Melbourne’s rich culture and contributing to 
ELTHAM’s international program. Cultural exchange is 
something we deeply value at ELTHAM. 
 
In lieu of our annual farewell dinner, the International 
Students shared a lockdown-style home meal with 
their families and homestay hosts. ELTHAM College 
arranged for a beautiful roasted meat and vegetables 
dinner to be delivered to each of our Year 12 
international students’ homes.  
 
Angelina and Jason Fun, our Homestay Family of Ray 
Cai (Year 12) reflected on their role as Homestay Hosts 
over the lovely dinner: “As a homestay family, we are 
here to provide support and a comfortable home for 
our homestay students during their stay in Victoria. 
This is a special dinner for the international student 
and homestay families.” 
 
Another of our Year 12 students, Hebe Zhu reflected 
on her time at ELTHAM College while celebrating a 
farewell home-dinner delivered by ELTHAM College. “I 
can’t believe I’ve come this far, and the journey 
would’ve been impossible without all the help and 
support I received at ELTHAM College. It’s definitely a 
bumpy road, but I achieved great memories and 
friendship along the way, so it’s all worth it. Thank you, 
I won’t forget my years here.” 

Kevin Zhu, our Internationalism Captain, enjoyed the 
time to share dinner with his Homestay Family, and 
reflected on his four years as a Homestay Student, 
living with Robyn and Neil Harkness: 
 
“Australian & Chinese culture are very different but 

family is important to both. It wasn’t until after a 

couple of weeks living with Robyn, Neil & another 

student Yuriy, I came to realise that Yuriy wasn’t their 

son - he was also a Homestay from Kazakhstan. So that 

is a big complement to them and the way they make 

you feel part of the family. Family means everything to 

Robyn & Neil so to be there when the grand-daughters 

came into our lives was exciting, and the girls love me 

too. When they went on holidays I stayed with their 

daughter & son-in-law, so I’ve had a full family 

experience.  

 

Homestay came with rules which I had never 

experienced before, but were easy. If you are going to 

be late, ring. If you are not home for tea, tell the day 

before. Name, address, phone number of friends you 

are visiting. Break rules & you are grounded: I never 

had heard of ‘grounded’ before Homestay! My friends 

were always welcome & could sleep over as well. I was 

encouraged to mix with locals & even had some over 

for dinner which was good. I joined a team of locals 

playing basketball and Neil often came to watch & 

support me. I learnt a lot about acceptance of all types 

of people. As Robyn taught me: just treat people how 

you wish to be treated.”      
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