
      
  

 

ELTHAM College Alumni Association Inc.  
Committee AGM Tuesday 17 April 2018, 7.30pm – Conference Room  
 
 
Minutes 

 
1. Welcome by the President – Al Anderson  

- The meeting was declared open by the ELTHAM College Alumni Association President, Al 
Anderson. Al welcomed members and thanked them for their attendance. 

 
2. Apologies 

- Emily Cavanough, Rob Anderson, Emily Collett, William Lewis 
     
3. Ordinary Business  
 
3.1 Confirmation of the Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held 4 October 2016  

- Confirmed: Sebastian Fitzpatrick 
- Seconded: Darcy French 

 
3.2 President’s Report – Al Anderson  
It is my pleasure to table this report for the ELTHAM College Alumni Inc. annual general meeting for the 
calendar year 2017. The brief report below is intended to give a snapshot of our association’s activities, 
committee and a view for our future. 
While the committee elected to change the name of our organization, from the ExECS, at the 2015/16 
AGM, the purpose of our association has not changed. We exist to connect past students, staff and 
parents with the College, strengthening the college community by doing so. We represent around 7,000 
past students and over 2,000 staff. 
Committee 
The committee for 2017 has been a hard-working and enthusiastic group. I thank Justin Littlefield (vice-
president), David Nicholson (treasurer), Rachael Dere, Peter Duffell (past staff representative), Kelly 
Peck, Robert Anderson, Darcy French, Emily Collett, Naomi Taranto, Sebastian Fitzpatrick (RECCC 
representative), Bryan Galvin (Turtles representative) and Gill Di Pasquale for their involvement. Thanks 
especially to Stacey Luke, Helen Nicholson and Nikola Shearer for their efforts in the day-to-day running 
of the association. We are fortunate to have Nikola on our team again in 2018.  
There was significant changing over of office-bearers at the previous AGM, with an experienced 
president and treasurer team finishing up their extended and productive tenure at the committee. We 
were sad to see Daniel Minihan leave our committee and grateful that Justin Littlefield was able to stay 
on as an advisory for 2017. With the retirement of this well-oiled machine, there was a steep learning 
curve from my perspective. In 2017 our committee was fortunate to benefit from the input of some of our 
more recent graduates who have stepped up to the committee. 
I also thank the other contributors to our meetings, chiefly amongst them, Simon Le Plastrier and Emily 
Cavanough, representing the College executive and its community relations department respectively.  
Operations 
The core operations of the alumni continue to be networking. We conducted four reunions in 2017 and 
look forward to running six in 2018, inclusive of our inaugural 40-year reunion and a staff reunion. We 
have also contributed to the College open days and family fun days. With regards to communications, 
we have increased our Facebook and linked-in presence, we have an updated website and we continue 
to utilize the Connections newsletter. We have been fortunate to have the expertise of Nikola Shearer 
spearheading our operations., having joined us in 2017 from MLC. There has also been an increased 
presence for alumni in the everyday communications of the College, thanks to our hardworking 
community relations team of Emily, Kelly and Nikola. We have continued to support sporting groups 
related to the college, chiefly RECCC and the Turtles. 
New Initiatives 



A major new project for 2017 was the establishment of a pilot university networking program run for 
alumni at Melbourne University. This program was well-received and will operate again in 2018. We 
have also sponsored the purchase of student journals for the year 12 cohort as part of a student 
wellbeing program that is conducted by the Resilience Project. In 2018 we plan to see am increased 
array of events designed to support senior students in their transition to post-school life. 
The College 
Our organization is particularly grateful to ELTHAM College for its ongoing financial, operational and in-
principle support. We are particularly grateful for the assistance provided to our organisation from the 
business team at the College which will allow us to transition our financial model to ensure the ongoing 
sustainability of Eltham College Alumni. 
To conclude, I would like to extend an open invitation to any interested past students, staff or parents, to 
attend a committee meeting in 2018. Please contact alumni@elthamcollege.vic.edu.au if you would like 
to contribute to our committee in the future. 
Onwards still striving,  
 
3.3 Treasurer’s Report – David Nicholson 

- There has been two major changes in the last 18 months, a decision to move to 31 December 

year-end to align with the College finances and the Alumni Association has become part of the 

College budget. The Alumni Association has retained its funds that it has built up over the years. 

3.4 Adoption of Financial Statements  
- Confirmed: David Nicholson  

- Seconded: Al Anderson 

3.5 Election of Officers of the Association and the Ordinary Members of the Committee of 
Management  

- Rachael Dere and Justin Littlefield will step down from their positions in 2018 
- All appointments are unopposed for 2018 

 
Election of Officer of the Association 
 

• Al Anderson – President 
• Kelly Peck – Vice President 
• Nikola Shearer – Secretary 
• David Nicholson - Treasurer 

 
Election of ordinary members  
 

• Naomi Taranto 
• Sebastian Fitzpatrick 
• Darcy French 
• Peter Duffell  
• Bryan Galvin 
• Emily Collett 
• William Lewis 

 
 
4.0 Other Business 
 

• Justin Littlefield has been the past student representative at Board level. Justin has suggested 
that we invite Chris Ward (Class of 1987), a current board member, current parent and past 
student to attend future meetings. 

 
5.0 Meeting Close: 8.25pm  
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