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An innovative music 
education from one of 
Australia’s leading jazz 
identities in collaboration 
with ELTHAM College – 
growing hearts and minds.

The Performing Musician
SHORT COURSES AND HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS 
FOR PASSIONATE YOUNG MUSICIANS



Who is 
STEVE SEDERGREEN?
Steve is one of Melbourne’s foremost 
jazz musicians, known as a leading 
pianist, arranger of jazz projects, and 
educator. Steve’s passion for teaching 
jazz as well as his unique hands-on 
approach uses the best of both worlds 
– combining the relevant and necessary 
theory of music with the practicalities of 
performance experience. His past 25 
years as a player, composer, nightclub 
director and teacher have made him a 
cornerstone of the local scene, leading 
his long-running outfit Mistaken Identity, 
and helping newcomers such as Paris 
Wells and the Cat Empire find their    
own paths.

“While there were plenty of memorable 
solos, Sedergreen’s focus has always 
been on collective endeavour rather than 
individual showmanship. He rarely took 
the spotlight for himself but his beaming 
demeanour throughout the finale – a 
semi-improvised number with the full 
ensemble – emphasised his passion for 
jazz as an artform that unites, engages 
and entertains, just as it did in Ellington’s 
day”.

“In any musician’s life, there are key 
people who help open their minds, teach 
them to listen, to love their instrument, 
and to let the magic come in. Steve 
Sedergreen has been one of those 
spirits in my life…”  

The Age – Stonnington Festival & Melbourne 
Jazz Festival, May 2018

Felix Riebel, The Cat Empire

THE PERFORMING MUSICIAN 

In 2019, ELTHAM College, in 
collaboration with Steve Sedergreen, 
is offering a number of opportunities 
to secondary school and tertiary 
aged musicians. These programs are 
designed to extend and challenge young 
musicians, enhance their learning and 
stimulate them to create their own 
unique musical identities. The short 
courses and holiday workshops also 
afford young people the opportunity 
to meet and collaborate with other 
like-minded musicians, thus building 
networks and community. 
 

Workshops can be done independently  of each other. Workshop costs will be 
confirmed in early March. Register your interest and we will contact you with details.

In 2019, Steve will be offering three short 
courses and three holiday workshops.  
Each of these programs has a unique 
focus. The programs are open to all 
secondary school students and adult 
musicians. All instruments (including 
voice) are welcome. 

The programs fall into two categories:  
Holiday workshops – one week 
intensives during school holidays 
Short courses – weekly Saturday 
programs (five weeks each course) 

HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS 2019
WORKSHOP #1  
Monday 8 April –
Friday 12 April  
11.00am – 3.30pm daily

Final performance: 
Friday 12 April 
5.00 – 7.00pm

BRING A BAND – Develop Your Sound
This workshop is open to individuals and bands 
who would like to harness their sound and uncover 
their potential; open to ensembles of all sizes 
and genres – from rock and pop groups to big 
bands. This intensive workshop is an opportunity 
to grow and develop as a group and prepare for 
upcoming performance opportunities. The timing 
of this workshop makes it a perfect opportunity for 
bands heading to the Generations In Jazz festival 
in Mount Gambier to come and work on their sound 
and gain invaluable feedback from Steve and his 
visiting guests.   
    
Individuals who wish to come and join others to 
form a band are most welcome.

WORKSHOP #2  
Monday 1 July – 
Friday 5 July  11.00am – 
3.30pm daily

Final performance: 
Friday 5 July 
5.00 – 7.00pm

BRING A BAND – Improvisation Development
These week-long intensive workshops are 
designed to help you find a sense of freedom – 
whether you are a solo performer or a member 
of a band. Improvising is not just for jazz, but is 
a key ingredient in many musical styles. Perhaps 
you want to execute a top solo without restriction, 
develop the confidence to let go on vocal 
passages, or simply make your sound different 
from everyone else? The art of improvisation 
is explored by Steve and his visiting guests. 
Individuals and bands are catered for, and 
instrumentalists and vocalists alike will be given 
opportunities to work on their improvisation skills. 

WORKSHOP #3  
Monday 23 September – 
Friday 27 September 
11.00am – 3.30pm daily

Final performance: 
Friday 27 September 
5.00 – 7.00pm.

BRING A BAND – Audition and Exam 
Preparation
Steve will work with bands and individuals who are 
approaching auditions and examinations. Whether 
it be VCE or VET groups heading into final 
performance exams, students preparing for AMEB 
exams, or musicians preparing for tertiary course 
auditions, these workshops are for you! Steve 
and his visiting guests will discuss topics such as 
preparation, development, coping with nerves and 
how to deal with fixed outcomes.  

Holiday Workshops and Short Courses 



SHORT COURSES 2019
SHORT COURSE #1
POP WIZ
Saturdays: 
4, 11, 18 May 
1, 15  June
10.00am – 12.30pm

Final performance: 
Friday 21 June 
7.00 – 9.00pm.

This course is open to secondary school students 
and adult musicians. 

The course will explore famous pop songs from 
a range of eras. Learn and practise performance 
skills and gain advice from industry professionals. 
As an individual musician or as a collective 
ensemble you will have the freedom to explore 
your sound and receive feedback from Steve and 
his guest presenters. 

The first session on 4 May coincides with ELTHAM 
College’s Open Day. This class will take the form of 
an open rehearsal, enabling guests to walk through 
and observe while musicians have the benefit of 
playing to an audience 

SHORT COURSE #2
FILM & STUDIO
Saturdays: 
27 July
3, 10, 17 August 
7 September 
10.00am – 12.30pm

Final performance: 
Saturday 7 September 
7.00 – 9.00pm.

This course is open to secondary school students 
and adult musicians. 

If you are interested in recording, composing, 
and arranging for film, this short course is for you.  
Discover the processes of creating film music and 
recording in the studio. Steve will bring in guest 
presenters to analyse and explain famous scores 
and soundtracks.  Across this five week course you 
will develop the skills to sync your composition to 
a scene. 

SHORT COURSE #3
STORYTELLING
Saturdays: 
12, 19, 26 October 
9, 16 November
10.00am – 12.30pm

Final performance: 
Friday 22 November 
7.00 – 9.00pm.

This course is open to secondary school students 
and adult musicians. 

Steve and his guest presenters will reveal how to 
tell a story through music. If you are a vocalist or 
instrumentalist, a narrator or presenter, this course 
will guide you on how to present yourself in the 
best light. The course will focus on classics from 
the great  American songbook as well as famous 
Australian stories and tunes. 

A final performance will take place in a festival 
setting at the ELTHAM College Twilight Market.

WE ARE NOW TAKING 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

FOR ALL OF THE STEVE 
SEDERGREEN COURSES.

Register your interest at 

Short courses can be done independently  of each other. Workshop costs will be 
confirmed in early March. Register your interest and we will contact you with details.

elthamcollege.vic.edu.au/theperformingmusician 




