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Global Connections

Positive interactions, contributions and successes

The International Team - Judy Rothacker, Franceen Challons and Amelia Liu.

Chinese Delegation Visit
On May 6 we welcomed a large group of visitors from
China. Consisting of Principals’ from Language
Schools, together with some prospective families, the
delegation was led by Leanne Yi Sun, CEO of
Shandong Education Group, who taught Chinese at
ELTHAM College several years ago and has since
founded her own Language School in China, the
Shandong Real English Language School. The
delegation enjoyed meeting our Principal Simon Le
Plastrier, International staff and current students Cyn
Liu and Venus Yeung.

Members from the Chinese delegation at ELTHAM College.

Cyn Liu gave a presentation on her experiences at
ELTHAM College. This was a wonderful opportunity
for members of the delegation to ask questions about
the differences between Chinese and Australian
education systems and the opportunities Cyn Liu has
had through her study here. Venus Yeung assisted
with the ordering and serving of beverages for the
group, using the skills she has developed through her
study of VET Hospitality at ELTHAM. The school tour
was a highlight of the visit and they were very
impressed with our facilities and outlook.
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Student successes
Jason Pobjoy - Graduate class of 2000
ELTHAM College graduate Jason Pobjoy is
celebrating his recent success in gaining a PhD
from Cambridge in England. Jason has previously
gained a LLB (Dist.) (University of Melbourne), BA
(University of Melbourne), LLM (University of
Melbourne), BCL (Dist.) (Oxon) (Commonwealth
Scholar).
Jason now lives and practises in the UK. He has
worked on cases before a wide range of tribunals
and courts, including county courts, employment
tribunals, the Employment Appeals Tribunal, the
High Court, the Court of Appeal, the Supreme
Court, the European Court of Human Rights, and
the Court of Justice and the General Court of the

European
Union.
Jason has a wideranging public law and
human rights practice,
and advises and acts
for
individuals,
governments,
regulators and NGOs,
both in the UK, and in
other
jurisdictions,
including
Singapore
and Hong Kong.
Many of Jason’s cases include public international
law elements.

Aria Yu – Graduate class of 2014
YU Qianao (Aria)
graduated
from
ELTHAM College in
2014 with an ATAR of
95.85 and is currently
undertaking Bachelor
of
Science
at
University
of
Melbourne.
She
hopes to undertake a
Masters in Electrical
Engineering
on
completion of her Bachelor degree.
Reflecting on her time at ELTHAM College Aria writes
“ELTHAM College is a place of culture, and of
learning for young people. My teachers were
hospitable, responsible and supportive. Whenever I
had study problems or even had troubles in my life,
they were willing to help. When I was in Year 12, I
found EAL (English as an Additional Language)

difficult. My EAL teacher, Ms Clare Sansom, spent her
free time discussing my English essays with me. My
math teachers Mr Peter Bullock and Mr Bob Howes
encouraged me to do extra math exercises even
though they knew that my mathematical skills were
already higher than most students. They also helped
me to make study plans and gave me advice about
relieving stress. I had such happy feelings when I
took my VCE exams and achieved an amazing ATAR
score 95.85. I was so glad that I chose ELTHAM
College!
I appreciate all the assistance my teachers gave me,
which got me a place at the University of Melbourne.
I will never forget the precious school days I spent at
ELTHAM College. These strong skills of self-study and
social communication I learned from teachers and
my friends at ELTHAM will be my treasures not
only during my university life, but also in the journey
of my life.”
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Teddy Bears Picnic
On Thursday May 14 our Year 12 students packed a
picnic lunch and headed down to our Early Learning
Centre (ELC) to meet their ‘little buddy’ and their
furry friend for the annual Teddy Bears Picnic.
Everyone was involved in story reading, parachute
games and other fun activities throughout the day,
as well as sitting down to a picnic lunch prepared by
the older students.
This was a great opportunity for our Year 12
students to interact with our most junior students.
For our international students the day was
particularly important in recognising them as leaders
within our school community, allowing them to
reflect on their time at ELTHAM and promote
positive interactions with other students.

Venus Yeung and Venus.

Stella Dong and Coco Jiang with
Indi.
Lyndon Liang and Cooper.

Richard Li and
Archie Sun.
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International Friendship Basketball Team – Fusion
During Semester one this year, a group of our young
international students at ELTHAM College formed a
friendship basketball team to play in a local
basketball competition. The team was named
‘Fusion’ to reflect the different backgrounds of each
of the team members. While the boys found it
difficult at times as they were playing against older
and stronger opponents, the experience provided
the team with an opportunity to learn about
commitment,
teamwork,
sportsmanship,
perseverance and responsibility – all valuable life
skills which can be transferred into every day
experiences. Further to this, the boys were able to
interact with local members of the Eltham
community and each player demonstrated a
determination to improve their own personal
basketball skills across the season.
These games were also an opportunity for some of
our homestay families to connect with each other

each week. Congratulations on a great team effort
Fusion!

Fusion basketball Team – Back Row (L-R): Gary Hip, Roy Su,
James Chen.
Front Row (L-R): Tim Lam, CY Yap, Spark Chen, Jack Huang
Absent: Elvis Song and Harry Wang.

Next Generation Youth Forum
Four Senior Students (Kristin Brodie, Cyn Liu, Emily
Pendlebury and Naomi Taranto) recently attended
the 4th annual Next Generation Youth Forum, hosted
by
La
Trobe
University.
This forum was set up for Senior Secondary Leaders
to have the opportunity to participate in a day of
workshops on leadership and social justice topics.

Kristin Brodie, Naomi Taranto, Cyn Liu and Emily Pendlebury.

Students connected through shared thoughts,
experiences and plans for taking what they had
learnt back to their schools and communities to
create positive change and make a difference. Social
issues discussed included: mental health,
environmental justice, poverty eradication, animal
protection, 21st century philanthropy, gender
equality, young men's health, business and social
entrepreneurial projects, climate change, anti
bullying, and IT/social media apps to promote
positive mental health.
The most inspirational speaker for me was Chantelle
Baxter who, after a rocky childhood, took a life
changing trip to Sierra Leone where she discovered
the reality of the poorest country on the face of the
earth. This forum was a really great experience
which inspired me as a leader to take up every
opportunity.
- Naomi Taranto
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Year 10 and 11 Formal
On Saturday May 9 the ELTHAM College Year 10
and 11 Formal was held at the Manningham Centre
in Bulleen. This was a great celebration with many
local and international students attending.
Students looked resplendent in their finest formal
dress with Cherish Chen taking out the award for
the ‘Best Dressed Female’ of the evening. It was a
wonderful night enjoyed by both students and staff
and an opportunity for local and international
students to get to know each other outside of
scheduled classes.

Katrina Wong, Sulli Su, Cherish Chen, Jessica Jiang, Cadis
Zhou, Jack Huang, Mark Zhang, Martin Yu and Jing Feng.
Martin Yu, Sulli Su and Mark Zhang.

Cadis Zhou and local students.
Sulli Su, Scarlet Lin, Cyn Liu, Chloe Kwok and
Michelle Su with local student.
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International ELTHAM Journey
Vox Pop with Mon Attachitwatin
Teerapat Attachitwatin (Mon) came to Australia
from Bangkok, Thailand. He won a scholarship for
four weeks study at ELTHAM College as the winner
of the NJ magazine Thai National Spelling Bee 2014.
During his time at ELTHAM Mon has undertaken
Psychology,
Theatre
Studies,
Specialist
Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry and English. Mon
has made strong connections with both local and
international students and recently attended the
ELTHAM College Trivia Night to raise funds for the
Guatemala trip later in the year. He is a confident
and interesting young man and an excellent
ambassador for Thai youth. Mon will return to
Thailand to commence Year 12 studies and hopes to
embark on a career in Medicine when he goes to
university next year. We hope he has enjoyed his
experience at ELTHAM and wish him all the very
best for his future studies!
What is your first memory of a class at
ELTHAM?
Psychology class. Petra and my classmates were
very nice and they gave me a warm welcome.
Favourite subject and why?
Biology. Darren, the teacher is very funny and the
lessons were very interesting. Also Biology is an
important subject for being a Doctor.
How is schooling at ELTHAM different to
schooling in Thailand?
Many things are different. The interaction between
students and teacher is very different in Australia.
In Thailand, the students do not interact with the
teacher. The curriculum is more structured and
overloaded in Thailand. The number of students in
each class in Thailand is 40-50 students.

What will you be studying at University and
where will you study?
I would like to study Medicine at either
Chulalongkorn University or Mahidol University
after finishing Year 12.
What have you enjoyed most whilst living
and studying in Melbourne?
The friends I have made here. ‘Hanging out’ with
friends in the City and seeing different parts of
Melbourne like Healesville and the graffiti art in
Hosier Lane.
Favourite food (Aussie)?
Pavlova and anything from Brunetti’s in Carlton.
Favourite food (Thai)?
Lots of favourites but Tom Yam Kung (hot soup with
shrimp) would have to be my most favourite.
Favourite Song?
‘For the First Time’ by The Script.
Hobbies outside of school?
Photography.
Final Comment?
I had a wonderful time here. Thank you everyone
for being a part of my trip!

Mon in his favourite class, Biology.
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Student Achievements - Top Design Award
Jess Riley (Class of 2014) and Ethan Catt (Year 12)
recently attended the opening of the Top Design
Awards at Melbourne Museum. Their work was
exhibited along with finalists from across the state.
Jess was also awarded a special commendation for
the Most Original Thought for her piece
“Conversation Pillar”. Jess writes of her work, “This
new revolutionary campaign aims to connect

Jess Riley’s Conversation Pillar.

Australians through personal means, such as face to
face conversations, rather than through mobile
devices and social media. The purpose of the
installation is to promote and get the public talking
about the campaign and encourage them to think
about the way they communicate and whether or
not it is healthy. The piece must be impacting and
powerful to enact initial change in the minds and
attitudes of their audience, this design will serve as
a launching pad for the campaign posters and other
merchandise, and aim to get participants to register
and become a part of the revolution. The posters
within the poster packing will aim to depict and
portray the message that connecting through
technology and social media is not enough to
sustain humanity.”

Introducing Amelia Liu - International Registrar
It is with great pleasure that I introduce myself to
you as the new International Registrar for ELTHAM
College. Like most international students at our
school I commenced my international education at
a young age. I am originally from China and began
my path in international education at age 14. I see
many students on a similar path with ELTHAM, and
I commend their courage!
I studied at Victoria University of Wellington,
completing a Bachelor of Human Resource and
Management - the foundation I built from my high
schooling curriculum helped me to thrive in the
higher education sector and later in my
professional work. I encourage all international
students to participate and challenge yourself
during your high school studies, especially at
ELTHAM College where opportunities exist and you
are in a safe supporting environment where you
can really experiment and learn. These experiences
will help you to embark on a path to excellence and
creativity.

Having
been
through
the
journey
from
student to working
in the international
education sector, I
am proud to call
myself a global
citizen. I have
learnt
skills
through my education including cross cultural
communication, integrity as well as critical and
independent thinking. These abilities have been
invaluable to my work in international education,
and I look forward to working with agents, parents
and students at ELTHAM College to provide a
streamlined and efficient process for all.
ELTHAM offers many opportunities to students to
ensure they realise their talent and travel the right
path. I feel privileged to be part of the team that
helps to facilitate and deliver these prospects.
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