
The annual Victorian International School Student 
Awards recognise outstanding achievement and 
acknowledge and honour the unique, valuable and 
diverse contribution made by international students 
to the schools sector in Victoria. ELTHAM College has 
a strong International Program which encourages 
students to think big and be involved in issues which 
affect not only themselves, but the broader 
community and beyond. Our international students 
have had great success in these awards in the past, 
with four students being named finalists in their 
categories in the five years that the awards have 
been running. The awards are open to all 
international students in Years 11 and 12 in Victorian 
independent, Catholic and government schools. The 
awards ceremony, held at Queens Hall in Parliament 
House, was attended by dignitaries from several 
countries along with Ms Judith Graley MP. It was a 
wonderful celebration and acknowledgement of 
those international students who have made 
significant contributions to the school and wider 
community, beyond their academic endeavours. 

ELTHAM College had two students who were 
shortlisted for three different categories of these 
prestigious awards. Current Year 12 student WEI 
Yuchong (Clarence) was shortlisted for both the 2016 
Year 11 Global Citizenship and Leadership Awards, 
and 2016 Year 12 School Vice-Captain and 2015 Year 
11 Global Citizenship Award Winner LIU Jixingzi 
(Cyn), was again shortlisted for the 2016 Year 12 
Global Citizenship Award. 

We are also proud to announce that Clarence won 
his category of 2016 Year 11 Global Citizenship 
Award. Clarence commenced studies at ELTHAM in 

2015 and has consistently shown himself as a leader 
amongst his peers, local and international; 
culminating in his appointment as ELTHAM College 
Leader of Internationalism in 2017. Clarence has 
been actively involved in College Open Days, 
assemblies and new student orientation programs; 
has attended the Next Generation Youth Forum, 
tutored fellow Year 12 students and received fourth 
prize in the 2016 RMIT Urban Futures Awards. He 
has recently been invited to address 100 peers from 
different schools across Victoria regarding ‘Sharing 
cultures, developing intercultural understanding, 
building capability’ at the 2017 International 
Student Forum. He is an outstanding and passionate 
young man with a bright future ahead of him.  

Since graduating in 2016, Cyn has commenced her 
tertiary studies undertaking a Bachelor of Business 
and a Bachelor of International Business at Monash 
University.  

Both Cyn and Clarence also received commendation 
awards for the categories of Year 12 Global 
Citizenship and Year 11 Leadership respectively. 
Congratulations to both Clarence and Cyn on their 
achievements.  

Please click on the following link to view Clarence’s 
Victorian International School Students Award video 
on Facebook:  tinyurl.com/yc9qx349  
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Growing hearts and minds 

Victorian International School Student Awards 2016 

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1393472240691073&id=158876550817321
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Please find below the speech delivered by Clarence 
as a keynote speaker at the recent 2017 
International Student Forum: 

“Good morning everyone, I am Clarence Wei, from 
ELTHAM College.  

Whether you realise it or not, the world has changed 
incredibly even within the last second in which I just 
introduced myself. It is not a superpower that has 
attributed this change, but the only credible force: 
globalisation, the process of sharing cultures. 

As the recipient of Victorian Global Citizenship 
Award, and the International Captain of my school, 
my role is to lead my committee to consistently 
promote intercultural understanding, and build 
international capabilities. 

Every year, our school celebrates the Chinese New 
Year over the duration of a week. It is a privilege for 
the international students, and activities such as the 
Yum Cha food truck has also engaged our local 
peers. Significantly, the promotion of Chinese culture 
recently inspired local students together with 
international students to select the musical score of 
the movie ‘Mulan’ to perform at this year’s House 
Music performance. The main storyline of this 
originates from the Chinese legend ‘Hua Mulan’. 
Externally, our school encourages students to 
participate in various multicultural activities, which 
increases meaningful interaction and builds positive 
relationships with a range of cultures right in our 
own neighbourhood. For example, a group of 
Humanities students attended the China initiative 
forum arranged by the Australia China Business 
Council this year. Here, the significance of the 
connection between Australia and Asia was 
highlighted. In the region which our school is 
located, asylum seekers have been settled, and 
donations from the school fundraising were made 
earlier in the year. We also support and have school 
exchanges with indigenous schools via the 'Close the 
Gap' program and maintain interschool partnerships 
with those schools. 

But, what is the point of all these activities? Why 

does our International Committee deserve the 

school's budget for the Chinese New Year 

celebration? Why do students at ELTHAM College 

sacrifice their school time and holidays to go on 

exchange in Beijing in China, or Montpellier in 

France? And why does the Victorian government 

want to host our international students? The world 

we face now, is no longer separate but 

interconnected in countless ways. Everyone sitting 

here, is connected easily and widely with the global 

community. This enables us to carry forward 

different cultures, and get involved with the building 

of knowledge and the further development of human 

kind. My ancestor, Zhang Qian had started building 

intercultural relationships with the Europeans 100 

years before Christ was born, via the Silk Roads. 

Magellan and Marco Polo pursued their passion of 

Asian culture and connected the world via their 

voyages over 500 years ago. Now, it is 2017, the 

time to accelerate this process. We are not at the 

end of globalisation; we are the generation that is 

going to be unprecedentedly capable of sharing 

cultures!” 
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Clarence at the 2017 International Student Forum 
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The first week back of Term 2 this year was set aside 
for the inaugural Year 10 Retreat, a four-day 
experience at Holmesglen at Eildon’s Rural Learning 
Centre and Conference Retreat. The program was 
full of activities to challenge students physically, 
academically and emotionally. 

Several speakers addressed students during the 
experience on various topics in an effort to enhance 
student’s social and emotional health. Intense 
workshops were held throughout the retreat to 
discuss the issues raised during these speeches. 

Activities also included a campfire with tea, damper 
and marshmallows, and physical activities such as 
walking, running and meditating. The whole year 
level participated in an art activity supervised by Art 
Teacher Jo Ruchel. Jo is intending to join together 
students’ individual landscape paintings to create 
one larger landscape which will be displayed in the 
Senior School. Workshops on creative writing, 
leadership, and note taking were all part of these 
days, as well as completing the Morrisby Test, an 
online careers test. 

Students’ were challenged by the raft building 
activity and everyone found the hike up Barker’s 
Ridge an enjoyable way to take in the spectacular 

scenery we were surrounded by. At night we 
watched movies and enjoyed the recreational 
spaces and activities available including a tennis 
court, basketball rings, pool table, table tennis table, 
piano, telescope, as well as the many spaces to 
lounge and relax. 

The week was a wonderful opportunity to spend 
time with each other, connecting with different 
people and enhancing relationships in a relaxed 
environment. There were plenty of laughs, tears and 
reflective moments that students will remember as 
they continue their personal journey through Year 
10 and beyond. 

Year 10 Retreat 
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La Trobe University United Nations Conference 

On Friday 5 May students from ELTHAM College 
attended the La Trobe University United Nations 
Conference. The aim of the conference was to allow 
students to debate a motion in a mock UN forum. The 
students are assigned countries to represent, and 
consider the interests of, when debating the resolution. 

Will Lewis, Olivia Reichert and Max Tatt represented 
India while Wyatt Raynal, Max Denishensky and 
Rebecca Loy represented Canada. 

The topic of the conference was the Responsibility 
to Protect, Preventing Mass Atrocity Crimes. 

Forums like this provide educational simulation 
where students can learn about international 

relations and diplomacy. They develop many skills 
such as public speaking, debating, research, writing 
and the ability to think critically. 

Big Group Hug 

Year 11 Coordinator Georgie Cortesao established a 
relationship with the Big Group Hug organisation 
based in Rosanna. Big Group Hug work with local 
communities to respond to the immediate material 
needs of vulnerable and disadvantaged children and 
their families. A large number of ELTHAM College 
students spend part of their holidays working with 
the group to help sort and create packages for 
families in need. 

This is a rewarding opportunity for students to gain 
understanding about their capacity to support 
others and to make a difference in the broader 
community. Knowing that we are helping a very 
worthwhile group is an important aspect of our 
community. 
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Australia China Business Council (ACBC) Student 

Each year our Year 12 students arrange a picnic 
lunch and meet with our Early Learning Centre (ELC) 
and Prep students to take part in the annual Teddy 
Bear’s Picnic. Local and international students take 
their own teddy bears and get involved in a variety 
of activities with the younger students such as story 
reading and parachute games, culminating in a 
picnic lunch prepared by the older students. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for our senior students to 
interact with our most junior students. For our 
international students the day is particularly 
important in recognising them as leaders within our 
school community, allowing them to reflect on their 
time at ELTHAM and promote positive interactions 
with other students. 

Millennial Forum 

Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

Several local and international students represented 
ELTHAM College at the Australia China Business 
Council (ACBC) Student Millennial Forum. This 
forum focussed on student engagement and 
opportunities in China. The forum was opened by 
the Hon. John Brumby, the Chairman of the ACBC. 
Many speakers presented to the students during the 
event including Economics Professor On Kit Tan 

from RMIT University, David Olssen, a lawyer who 
has been appointed to the Foreign Minister’s New 
Colombo Plan and John Burgess from Kwan (The 
Three Minds). The day involved round table 
discussions with students and mentors and provided 
an opportunity for students to exchange ideas with 
peers from different schools and cultural 
backgrounds. 

Cadis Zhou and buddies 
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2017 F1 in Schools National Finals 

The 2017 F1 in Schools National Finals were held 
between 26 February and 2 March in Adelaide, 
where 30 teams from across Australia came 
together to compete with their F1 Co2 powered race 
car. This competition was a good indicator of just 
how well students are embracing STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics). 

One student’s reflection is as follows: “Through F1 in 
Schools we have gained important life long and 
transferable skills that will aid us in any career we 
want to pursue. It has had a considerable influence 
on how we approach the areas of careers we will 
pursue, by giving us a practical and authentic 
learning environment in which to advance our skills 
and abilities. As well as this, it has given us more 
opportunities within our schooling.” 

Dr Myers, a Fellow of Engineers Australia, says the 
holistic platform of Re-Engineering Australia (REA) 
Foundation’s programs address a breadth of key 
learning areas as well as ‘soft skills’ to maximise 
students’ employability: “We link schools, industry, 
TAFE, universities and parents in a collaborative and 
experiential learning environment focused on 
changing the metaphor of the education process. 
The challenge is multi-faceted and multidisciplinary. 
It encourages students to collaborate with industry 
partners within the context of their projects to learn 

about engineering principles such as physics, 
aerodynamics, design, manufacture, leadership/
teamwork, media skills and project management, 
and apply them in a practical, imaginative, 
competitive and exciting way.” 

The F1 in Schools program has been a valuable 
‘vehicle’ for the Rapid Progress team to maximise 
their teamwork skills and to establish friendships 
with like-minded people across Australia. We 
congratulate Ayden Taranto (Year 8), Brendan Loy 
(Year 9), Mia Taranto (Year 10), Jed Pritchard (Year 
10) and Nicholas Page (Year 11) for their excellent 
work prior and during this competition. The team’s 
performance and ranking was 9th place overall. A 
number of students have already begun formulating 
their team and are commencing their preparation for 
the 2017 State competition in November this year. 

The annual Year 10 and 11 Formal was well 
attended by both local and international students. 
This event allows students to come together in a 
social setting and get to know each other outside of 
scheduled daily classes. The students enjoyed a 
delicious meal and spent the night dancing and 
enjoying each other’s company. A great night was 
had by all who attended! 

Year 10 and 11 Formal 

Nicholas Klooster, Rory Braniff and Chris Yang 


