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We are thrilled to share with you that ELTHAM College Year 12 
student LIU Jixingzi (Cyn) has been presented with the Year 11 
Global Citizenship Award for 2015, as part of the Victorian 
International School Student Awards Program. The annual 
Victorian International School Student Awards reward 
outstanding achievement and recognise and honour the unique, 
valuable and diverse contribution made by international students 
to the schools sector in Victoria. This is the third time in four years 
that an ELTHAM College student has been named as a finalist, and 
the second time that an ELTHAM student has won their award 
category. 

“When I won the award, I felt very happy and very proud. I also 
realised that I must be doing something right at school to assist 
with eliminating the gap between different cultures. I now feel 
encouraged and confident to continue my activities. I’m really 
honoured to be the recipient, and offer great thanks to everyone 
at ELTHAM College who supported me during this time.”  

We congratulate Cyn on this well-deserved achievement and look 
forward to seeing what further success awaits her.  

To see a video featuring Cyn and her journey to win the  Year 11 
Global Citizenship Award please click here. 

Cyn was honoured by the wider ELTHAM College community 
during an assembly where she presented the following speech:  

“They say that while you are chasing your dream, along the way 
you will achieve more than you dreamed about, and it does not 
matter how slow you go as long as you do not stop.  

Martin Luther King had a dream. He fought for civil rights for 
members of his race, his contribution was not only recognised by 
receiving the Nobel Peace prize but also helped him to win 
people's hearts and has changed all our lives for the better.  

Emma Watson has a dream; she wants to help this world achieve 
gender equality. Her speech as part of the ‘HE FOR SHE’ campaign 
at the UN not only inspired people around the world but also 
motivated them to take action. 

Even my neighbour Jason has a dream, he is a plumber but he 
wants to be a doctor. He uses his spare time to study biomedicine 
and he gets really good grades. He never thought that he was 
smart enough to get good grades but now he has proved to 
himself that he can. 

We also have people with big dreams in our school; for example, 
the F1 team. Five passionate young people joined together and 
achieved something special. Despite not winning the F1 
competition, they gained a wealth of knowledge and experiences 
that have inspired and motivated them to continue following 
their dreams. 

Furthermore, the integration of international and local students is 
an important step forward to building a positive global 
community. You may be aware of the different student-run 
activities to integrate our students, for example, the buddy 
system, Chinese week and the ‘Shoes-off’ Friday club. These 
programs aim to benefit everyone at our school. However, 
change takes time and it is important to enjoy the steps along the 
way. Each step helps us gain understanding and enhances our 
chances of success. 

My passion for this type of inclusion goes beyond the walls of this 
school and out into our community. I spoke about big dreams 
earlier; my dream is to live in a society in which each and every 
one of us is appreciated for our cultural differences. ELTHAM 
College is a good place to start. 

These examples show that no matter whom you are and what you 
do, as long as you dream big and work hard, there always will be a 
way to get you there. Just remember, as W. Clement Stone said 
"aim for the moon, if you miss, you may hit a star."  
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Cyn Liu with Ms Judith Graley MP, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Deputy Premier 

https://youtu.be/KR79Ijs3nG8
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RMIT Urban Futures Competition Winner 

Congratulations to Clarence Wei (Year 11) who was 
recently awarded fourth place in the RMIT Urban 
Futures Competition. This state wide competition 
open to Geography students in Years 10-12 across 
Victoria involves identifying and discussing an urban 
issue and providing suggested solutions to it. 

Clarence was able to apply his knowledge gained from 
his Unit 3/4 Geography studies together with his 

knowledge of his home city Dalian in China, in his 
discussion of Melbourne’s urban sprawl. Clarence won 
prize money of $100 in addition to receiving a 
certificate and book. 

Congratulations Clarence on a fantastic effort! 

Thai CETA Tour 

Fourteen visiting students from various schools 
throughout Thailand took part in a short term 
experience at ELTHAM College during 2016. The group 
were part of a CETA Worldwide Education tour where 
students participated in both intensive English language 
classes combined with mainstream classes, to enhance 
their language skills and gain a valuable insight into life 
and study in another country. This experience also 
provided ELTHAM students with an opportunity to take 

on leadership roles and become ambassadors for 
ELTHAM College, as they assisted the visiting students 
with their daily school routine. Many friendships have 
been made and several of the visiting students are keen 
to return to ELTHAM as long term students. 
Opportunities such as this are invaluable in providing 
ELTHAM students with a global perspective of education 
and to develop cultural understanding.  

Page 2 of 6 



Global Connections – December 2016 

International Registrar E: internationalregistrar@elthamcollege.vic.edu.au 
T: +61 3 9437 1421 W: www.international.elthamcollege.vic.edu.au CRICOS Provider No. 00138D 

During Term 2 we had the pleasure of providing a short 
term study experience for Malo Le Calvez. Malo lives in 
Lannion, a little town in the North West of France in 
Britany, and studies at Yves Coppens College. Malo 
enjoyed the experience and gave us some insight into 
his time in Australia. 

What were your first impressions of ELTHAM? 

When I first came to ELTHAM College to visit, I was very 
surprised by the number of sports grounds, by the size 
of the school and also by the place, because there is a 
forest around the College and my College in France is in 
the city. 

What are you favourite subjects? 

My favourite subjects are sport and humanities. 

How is schooling different at ELTHAM than your school 
in France? 

In France, we don’t have computers in class, we have 
pencils and note books. We don’t have the same 
subjects, they are different: here we have Science, in 
France Chemistry and Biology are two different 
subjects. In France, I have French, English, Latin, Maths, 
Humanities, Technology (architecture and multimedia), 
Sport and Music (we don’t learn how to play an 
instrument, we sing and we learn the story of some 
singers or where music comes from). 

What have you enjoyed most about living and studying 
in Melbourne? 

Discovering the country. The Gold Coast, Ocean Grove, 
Melbourne, Philip Island and learning English with my 
Uncle, my Auntie and the school. 

What do you hope to do in the future? 

I don’t know yet but I don’t want to be a doctor! 

Do you have any advice you could give to other 
students from different countries looking to study at 
ELTHAM College? 

I recommend to practice the language before coming to 
ELTHAM College and catching the bus to school because 
you could meet people. It is good to participate in a lot 
of things because you could also meet people and 
practice your English at the same time. Don’t speak your 

native language too much because you don’t learn 
anything when you speak it. It is good watching movies 
that you like in English because you know the story and 
it is really enjoyable. Put your phone into English mode 
when you are in Australia and try to speak English even 
if it’s not perfect. 

I really like ELTHAM College and would recommend it to 

other students. 

France: Malo Le Calvez 
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A Reflection by our American Exchange Student 

We recently hosted three American Exchange students 
who came to have a short study experience at ELTHAM. 
The students stayed with host families of students at 
ELTHAM College and two of those ELTHAM students will 
soon travel to America for a short study experience 
themselves. This is another opportunity for our students 
to gain a global perspective on life and study outside 
Australia. 

Here, American student Kelsey Walker reflects on her 
time on ELTHAM: 

My trip to Australia was as incredible as I had imagined 
it would be. I spent six weeks living with the Rizio family, 
going to school at ELTHAM College and seeing the sights 
around Melbourne. 

I was worried about the flight because it was the first 
time I had travelled alone, but I soon found myself 
enjoying the independence. After a few mishaps at the 
airport, including when it looked like I shoplifted water 
(don’t worry I did pay for it) and when I left a bag on the 
plane, I arrived in Melbourne, exhausted but excited to 
meet everyone. 

I settled into the Rizio’s home easily. Their family is fairly 
similar to mine, so it was an easy transition. After just a 
few hours, Olivia and I were laughing like old friends as 

we played Monopoly in order to keep me awake to 
minimise jet lag. 

Looking back on it, the moments with my host family 
and the students at ELTHAM are some of my best 
memories of the trip. We laughed, played games, and 
they made me feel at home. I was sitting at break today 
and couldn't help but grin because everyone in the room 
was so happy and involved in conversation, and there I 
was, thinking about the community and how much time 
I have left here, it was both a sad and happy moment. 
Everyone was totally oblivious to these thoughts but 
that's what made it perfect, because they welcomed me 
into their world so seamlessly that it felt like I had 
always been there. It was unbelievable to come into a 
situation, into a new country, where people wanted to 
like me and get to know me. I was amazed at how kind 
and welcoming everyone was, because people went out 
of their way to talk to me. 

So I think my favorite (or favourite, in your spelling) part 
about ELTHAM is the people. To the teachers who 
welcomed me into their classrooms, to my new friends 
who laughed with me, and most of all to the family who 
hosted me, thank you. Thank you for helping me enjoy a 
trip that I will remember for the rest of my life. 

Thailand: Ratanon Jiamsundatsadee (Oou) – NJ Spelling Bee 

We hosted Oou from Thailand for four weeks during 
May 2016 as the runner-up of the NJ Thai National 
Spelling Bee Competition in 2015. ELTHAM College 
offers a four week scholarship for the student and a two 
week experience for their teacher as part of a prize 
package for this national competition. The purpose of 
the scholarship is to give overseas students an 
opportunity to experience study in another country, and 
teachers from other countries a chance to learn 
different teaching methods through observation in 
ELTHAM classes. NJ Spelling Bee regional competitions 
take place all over the country with thousands of 
students involved. The Grand Final of the competition 
sees 100 regional qualifiers vying for the title of the 
‘Champ of the Year’.  

Oou was an enthusiastic and motivated student and a 

great ambassador for Thailand. We wish him all the best 

for his future study! 
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Homestay Dinner 2016 

Towards the end of each year we hold a Year 12 
Homestay Dinner. The dual purpose of this event is to 
celebrate the impending graduation of our Year 12 
international cohort, while acknowledging the role that 
homestay parents play in supporting the students 
throughout their schooling at ELTHAM and the sacrifice 
that parents make in allowing their children to live and 
study overseas. As always, it was a wonderful night of 
celebration and thanks. We wish all our graduating 
students the very best! 
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ASEAN Youth Forum 

Alex Liu was one of six ELTHAM College students who 
attended the Australia - ASEAN (Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations) Youth Forum at the University 
of Melbourne. The purpose of this event was to provide 
students with an understanding of how the ASEAN 
functions as we explored topical areas within the ASEAN 
such as trade, climate change and refugees. 

Eleven schools attended the forum and each school 
represented a country from within the ASEAN. The 
ELTHAM team was assigned the Philippines and it was 
then up to the students, with the help of teachers, to 
research and understand the position of your appointed 
country on each of the three main areas of focus. Our 
team was nervous but prepared for the event with 

many meetings and extra work, not knowing what to 
expect of the other schools. The day began with a 
number of insightful guest speakers which helped to 
expand our knowledge about the ASEAN and its role not 
only in Australia, but the world. This was followed by a 
brief three-minute speech by delegates from each 
country which helped to inform the other countries of 
each particular countries views and position on trade, 
climate change and refugees. 

Overall the forum was very insightful in terms of 
understanding the processes that actually occur in real 
life as our debated topics were highly relevant to the 
problems of today.  

Excerpt from original article by Joshua Toressi 
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ELTHAM College Chinese Debating Team  

The inaugural ELTHAM College Chinese Debating Team 
was formed this year. This was an exciting opportunity 
for those students who volunteered to represent 
ELTHAM in competition debating against other private 
Victorian schools. The students took part in some 
training sessions leading up to the event, travelling into 

the city out of school hours to prepare with their 
debating mentors and coaches. The students competed 
against other schools across a few weekends and whilst 
they did not win the competition, they enjoyed the 
experience. 

Homestay Photos 2016 
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